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Preamble 
 
The main focus of our collecting is the province of British Columbia. We are interested in 
exploration and travel, frontier and pioneer life, history, business, labour, literature and the arts, 
politics, and the different peoples who populate B.C. We also collect non-B.C. material in 
existing areas of strength including Canadian history, English literature, children’s literature, 
maps and cartography, music, history of science and medicine, Chinese history and literature (in 
Chinese), and fly fishing. The following guidelines and appendixes can be used to better 
understand the collecting aims of Rare Books and Special Collections. 
 
 
I. General Guideline for collecting printed material:  
 
Where this guideline uses the words ‘book’ or ‘books’ it means printed materials including books, 
pamphlets, serials, broadsides, etc. At the discretion of the Rare Books and Special Collections Librarian 
or designate(s), materials may be placed in Rare Books and Special Collections when they fall into the 
categories listed below. This guideline does not in itself reflect an order of priority, our priorities are set 
out above in general terms and in the Descriptions of Major Printed Collections. 
 
1. Early imprints and Canadian books:  

a. Books printed before 1750  
b. Books printed in the Americas before 1800  
c. Books printed in Canada in the Atlantic Provinces, Quebec and Ontario before 1867  

             d. Books printed in the three prairie provinces and the then Northwest Territories before 1960 
e. Books printed in British Columbia and the Yukon 
f. Books printed in Newfoundland before 1949 

 
2. Rare or irreplaceable books:  

a. Significant limited editions  
b. Significant association copies or autographed books  
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             c. Important first editions  
             d. Books with added manuscript or other material of significance  
             e. Rare or ephemeral Canadiana 
 
 3. Books of aesthetic importance, including:  
             a. Fine printing  
             b. Fine binding 
 c. Folio or plate books  
             d. Fine illustrations  
             e. Rare maps  

f. Books produced by presses notable in the history of printing, e.g. Jenson, Plantin, Bodoni, Bulmer, 
Doves 

 
 4. Books which by their nature may be subject to loss or damage:  
             a. Books of high value, i.e. over $400 (in 2004 dollars) 
             b. Erotica  
             c. Curiosa  
             d. Esoterica 
 
 5. Rare or special non-book material:  

a. Manuscripts in the collecting areas of RBSC (See page 36) except those normally collected by 
The University Archives  

             b. Photographs and audio-visual materials of literary or historical interest  
             c. Pamphlets, broadsides, posters, prints  
             d. Rare newspapers and journals 
             e. Rare and/or important maps, charts, globes, bookplates, architectural plans and engineering 

drawings 
             f.  Realia, stamps, coins and trade tokens 
             h. Implements and machines of the printing and binding trades 
 
6. Special Collections: material that is of sufficient importance to the arts and sciences in Canada, as a 

collection, that it should be held together even though some items may be neither rare nor valuable. 
e.g. The Colbeck Collection  

 
 
II. List of major printed collections 
 
For the purposes of this policy, major collections are described in some detail under the following broad 
categories:  
 
A. Canadian History 
Wallace and Madeline Chung  p.3 
Doukhobor Collection p.4 

Howay-Reid p.5 
Thomas Murray p.7 
A.J. T. Taylor p.9 

 
B.  Canadian Literature 
British Columbia and Canadian Literature p.10 
Malcolm Lowry p.10 

A.M. Pound  p.11 
Robie Reid  p.12 
Ethel Wilson p.13 

 
C.   English Language and Literature 
Norman Colbeck p.15 

A.M. Donaldson p.15 
Dr. H. Rocke Robertson p.16  
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D. Children’s Literature 
“Alice 100” p.17 
Arkley Historical Children’s Literature p.18 

Historical Textbooks p.19 
Beatrice Roslyn Robertson - Children’s 
Literature p.21 

 
E. Cartography 
George Beans  p.22 
George Bonn  p.23 
L. Stanley Deane Maps p.24 

Howay-Reid p.24 
Rogers-Tucker  p.26 
Miguel and Julia Tecson p.27  
Coolie Verner  p.28 

 
F.   Music 
Colin Slim  p.29 

Philip J. Thomas  p.30 

 
G.   Other Collections 
William C. Gibson p.31  
Harry Hawthorne p.31 
Gerald W. Korn  p.32 

Puban  p.33 
Reference  p.34 
UBC Press Books  p.35 

 
 
III. Descriptions of major printed collections. 
 
A. Canadian History 
Wallace and Madeline Chung  p.3 
Doukhobor Collection p.4 

Howay-Reid p.5 
Thomas Murray p.7 
A. J. T. Taylor p.9 

 
 
Wallace E. Chung and Madeline H. Chung Collection 
 

Born in Victoria BC, Wallace Chung attended Victoria College, the University of British Columbia and 
McGill University and was among the early Chinese Canadians to embark on a professional career. In 
1953 he married Dr. Madeline Chung (née Huang). Dr. Wallace Chung specialized in vascular surgery 
and was the first Chinese-Canadian to head a department of surgery in Canada. When he retired from the 
University of British Columbia in 1991 he had served as Professor of Surgery and Head of the 
Department of Surgery at the UBC Hospital. Dr. Madeline Chung was born in Shanghai, China, and grew 
up in Hong Kong. She came to Canada in 1949 and specialized in obstetrics. Both have been very active 
in community service in Vancouver.  
 
Dr. Wallace Chung assembled an extensive research collection of more than 25,000 items on the 
exploration of the Pacific Northwest, the Chinese experience in North America and British Columbia, and 
the Canadian Pacific Railway Company including its trans-Pacific and coastwise shipping lines. Dr. 
Chung is an expert collector and includes manuscript material and realia as well as the expected printed 
material in his collecting lexicon. A small portion of the collection is exhibited in the Chung Room in the 
Irving K. Barber Learning Centre.  
 
Name of collection Wallace and Madeline Chung Collection 
Subjects Chinese Canadians – History. Canadian Pacific 

Railway. Northwest Coast of North America.  
Location Rare Books and Special Collections, Irving K. 

Barber Learning Centre 
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Chung Room, Irving K. Barber Learning Centre 

Collection development responsibility RBSC Archivist, RBSC Librarian 
Relationship to departments History, Sociology, Political Science, Asian 

Studies, Geography, Economics 
Languages:  English, Chinese, French 
Chronological guidelines 18th to 21st centuries 
Geographical guidelines Canada, China, Pacific Northwest Coast  
Treatment of subject The collection has three parts: the Western 

approaches to North America by European 
explorers, the Canadian Pacific Railway, 
steamship and hotel system, and the history of the 
Chinese in Canada. The collection includes rare 
ephemera and realia. 

Types of materials Documents, books, maps, posters, paintings, 
photographs, silver, glass, ceramic ware and other 
artifacts 

Size of collection More than 25,000 items arranged into sixty-five 
series and thirty-seven sub-series. 

Dates of Publication 18th – 20th Century 
Future growth Donations of materials in subjects treated by this 

collection are most welcome. The collection is 
supported by the RBSC Endowment. 

Coordination and cooperation with other campus 
resources 

The Asian Library holds the Puban Collection 
described below. The UBC Museum of 
Anthropology has examples of clothes worn by 
early Chinese settlers in BC. 

Other factors for consideration: National Library of  Canada, Librarians working 
with this collection should read the Deed of Gift 

Regional resources Chinese Cultural Centre Vancouver 
Vancouver Maritime Museum 

Publications and Web resources  An incomplete on-line finding aid exists on the 
Library’s web site 
http://www.library.ubc.ca/chung/main.html

 
 
Doukhobor Collection 

 
The UBC Library collection was started in the 1950’s when Professor Harry B. Hawthorn and others 
participated in the Doukhobor Research Committee. In the early 1960’s a UBC graduate student, Koozma 
Tarasoff, became interested in the Doukhobors. This resulted in the library becoming more involved in 
seeking out material for its collections.  
 
Maria Horvath, then Senior Library Assistant in the Humanities Division, produced a series of three 
bibliographies in the early 1970’s. Since 1974, Jack McIntosh, a UBC librarian and part time Slavic 
bibliographer, became involved and made a study trip to Moscow and St. Petersberg. The collection has 
grown steadily and is one of the largest in the world on this subject. 
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Name of collection Doukhobor Collection 
Subjects Doukhobors – Russia. Doukhobors – Canada 
Location Rare Books and Special Collections, Irving K. 

Barber Learning Centre 
Collection development responsibility Rare Books and Special Collections Librarian and 

RBSC Archivist 
Relationship to departments History. Sociology. Law Faculty 
Languages  English and Russian 
Chronological guidelines Late 19th century and 20th century 
Geographical guidelines Canada, Russia 
Treatment of subject The sect’s origins in Europe and Russia, its 

religion and philosophy, migration from Russia 
and settlement in Canada as well as subsequent 
developments. 

Types of materials Books, pamphlets, journals, manuscripts, tapes, 
theses, photographs, government publications. 

Size of collection More than 2,000 items 
Dates of publication 1832 to date 
Future growth This collection is supported by the RBSC budget 

and endowment. Many private donors have helped 
build the collections. Donations, especially of 
manuscript material, are very welcome. 

Coordination and cooperation with other campus 
resources 

None 

Other factors for consideration Jack MacIntosh, retired UBC Librarian continues 
to take an interest in this collection and adds to the 
finding aid from time to time 

Regional resources SFU Library Special Collections and Rare Books 
has a good but smaller collection  

Publications and Web resources Horvath, Maria. A Doukhobor Bibliography. UBC 
Library: 1970, 1972, 1973. 3 volumes 
http://www.library.ubc.ca/spcoll/rescol/rescoltv.ht
ml#University 2   
http://edocs.lib.sfu.ca/projects/Doukhobor-
Collection/  

 
 
The Howay-Reid Collection 

 
The private libraries of British Columbia Judge Frederic William Howay (1867-1943) and Dr. Robie 
Lewis Reid  (1866-1945) formed the nucleus of Rare Books and Special Collections when they were 
donated in 1943 and 1945, respectively. Howay and Reid studied law at Dalhousie University. Both 
graduated in 1890, and in 1893 they formed the law firm of Howay & Reid in New Westminster. The 
partnership lasted until 1906 when Howay became a Judge.  
 
F.W. Howay was a student of history more than a collector of books. He sought out books to challenge 
and further his knowledge of the events that interested him. Of special interest was the Maritime Fur 
Trade, a subject on which he became an international authority. He was known to write notes and changes 
directly onto the pages of his texts. Howay assembled a working library, through which he became an 
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authority on every subject that he studied. The collection totaled about 3,500 books and a number of maps 
and photographs as well as manuscripts.  
 
When the plans for UBC were developed in the early 1900's, Dr. Reid determined the focus that would 
shape his collection practices for the rest of his career. He understood that the new university would likely 
be forced to focus on books of general interest and immediate need, so he assembled a collection of 
Canadian history and literature, and books by Canadian authors to present to the university. Dr. Reid was 
a pure collector, whose eye was not limited to books; he was also an accomplished numismatist. At the 
time of its donation to the University, Dr. Reid's collection included over 9,000 books, over 4,000 
pamphlets, and a collection of other media, including maps, photographs and correspondence.  
 
 
Name of collection The Howay-Reid Collection  
Subjects British Columbia – History. Canada – History 
Location Rare Books and Special Collections, Irving K. 

Barber Learning Centre 
Collection development responsibility Rare Books and Special Collections Librarian 

except for the map component which is curated by 
the Map Librarian 

Relationship to departments History, Political Science, English 
Languages  English, French, Spanish, Russian, Italian, 

German, First Nations languages and any others 
required 

Chronological guidelines The chronological emphasis is from the eighteenth 
to the twentieth century.  

Geographical guidelines British Columbia as defined by its current 
boundaries, Canada west of the Ontario/Manitoba 
border and areas previously controlled by the 
Hudson’s Bay Company and/or the Northwest 
Company and regarded as British North America.  

Treatment of subject The history of British Columbia in its printed 
form. Other subjects covered include the history of 
the Pacific Northwest (including Alaska, 
Washington, and Oregon), and the history of the 
Prairie Provinces, the fur trade, the Canadian 
Pacific Railway and the Maritime Provinces. The 
Collection is strong in first and later editions of 
important voyages and travel accounts and 
complete runs of major journals. It also includes 
samples of early printing of Western Canada, 
selected works from modern private presses of 
Western Canada, pamphlets, photographs, and rare 
ephemera.  
 
The literature, manuscript and map components of 
this collection are dealt with elsewhere in this 
document. 

Types of materials Books, maps, pamphlets, photographs, serials 
Size of collection The original donation in the 1940’s was 16,500 
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books and pamphlets. Today the collection stands 
at more than 50,000 monographs; 250 serials (125 
currently received); maps, photos and audiotapes; 
6.5 linear metres of manuscripts of Howay and 
Reid. 

Dates of publication 18th - 20th centuries 
Future growth This collection is supported by the RBSC budget 

and the RBSC Endowment and is considered the 
primary collection of RBSC. Future growth will be 
in the core subject of BC History with an emphasis 
on the early publications of BC. Gifts to the 
collection are actively encouraged. 

Coordination and cooperation with other campus 
resources 

See also: Howay–Reid Canadian Literature 
Collection under Canadian Literature, Howay-Reid 
Map Collection, in this document  

Other factors for consideration The National Archives of Canada and National 
Library of Canada and the holdings of a number of 
University Libraries especially Alberta, Manitoba, 
McGill and Toronto. 

Regional resources The Glenbow Museum has large Western Canada 
holdings. The University of Washington has large 
holdings of Northwest history. The British 
Columbia Archives has very important holdings 
and the Vancouver Public Library holds the 
Northwest History Collection which is large. 
Simon Fraser University Library holds a smaller 
History of Western Canada Collection. 

Publications and Web resources Lamb, W. Kaye.  A bibliography of the printed 
writings of Frederic William Howay. 
[Victoria,B.C.], [1944] 
______________F.W. Howay, a bibliography  
Vancouver: W. Hoffer and S. Lunsford, 1982. 
Http://www.library.ubc.ca/spcoll/how_reid/how_re
id.html

 

Thomas Murray Collection 
 

In the summer of 1958 the University of British Columbia Library purchased a collection which would 
greatly advance its Canadian historical holdings. The acquisition provided the Library with enough new 
material to be able to claim a well-rounded Canadiana collection. Its collections had previously focused 
on Western Canadiana.   
 
The Thomas Murray Collection consists of over 5,000 items of Canadiana with an emphasis on pre-
Confederation Canadian history, primarily that of Upper and Lower Canada. The collection includes a 
variety of pamphlets relating to the North-West Rebellions and travel in Canada, as well as eleven 
volumes containing about 2,000 Canadian bookplates, collected and assembled by Murray. Also here is a 
collection of about 2,000 nineteenth and early twentieth century textbooks that make up the majority of 
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the textbook holdings in Rare Books and Special Collections. The collection has many of the chief 
landmarks of Canadian history and publishing.  
 
Thomas Murray was born in Toronto in 1878 and died in Montreal on October 5, 1955. Apprenticed as a 
tailor as early as 1890, he moved to Montreal around the turn of the century.  He operated his own 
manufacturing business from 1918 to 1928, amassing a small fortune that permitted him to retire at the 
age of fifty and to devote the rest of his life to his first love: books. Upon closing his garment business he 
established the Bleury Book Store, and later opened another branch on St. Catherine Street. His personal 
collection continued to grow throughout his lifetime, even after he closed his bookstores in 1949. It is 
unlikely that anyone knew the extent or nature of his own collection until after his death.  At that time it 
was discovered that in addition to the large collection at his home, books were stored in several 
warehouses around Montreal. 
 
Name of collection Thomas Murray Collection 
Subject  Canada-History and Travels 
Location Rare Books and Special Collections, Irving K. 

Barber Learning Centre 
Collection development responsibility Rare Books and Special Collections Librarian 
Relationship to departments History, English, Education, Political Science 
Languages  English, French 
Chronological guidelines 17th to 20th centuries 
Geographical guidelines Canada 
Treatment of subject Canadiana, Canadian almanacs, Canadian 

bibliography, Canadian serials, Americana, books 
and pamphlets relating to New France, Acadia, the 
conquest of Canada, the Province of Quebec 
[1763-1791], early Canadian imprints including 
Canadian textbooks, books & pamphlets relating to 
the War of 1812, Canadian literature, books and 
pamphlets relating to Western Canada, Hudson's 
Bay & the west coast, Louis Riel, Canadian 
bookplates 

Types of materials Books, pamphlets, serials, bookplates 
Size of collection Over 5,000 items 
Dates of publication French 1672 -, Canadian imprint 1776 - 
Future growth This collection is part of the Canadian history 

collections and is supported by the RBSC budget 
and Endowment. Gifts to this collection are most 
welcome. 

Coordination with other campus resources None 
Other factors for consideration Other major Canadian university libraries 
Regional resources N/A 
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Publications and Web resources -Amtmann, Bernard. The Thomas Murray 
Collection.  Montreal: 1957.  
- Daniells, Laurenda.  “The Special Collections of 
the Library of U.B.C.” British Columbia Library 
Quarterly 36 (4), April 1973.   
- Scrapbook for a golden anniversary.  Vancouver: 
UBC, 1965. 
http://www.library.ubc.ca/spcoll/murray/default.ht
ml

 
A.J.T. Taylor Collection  

 
About the same time as the Howay and Reid bequests, Mrs. Alfred James Towle Taylor presented the 
Library with her husband's Arctic collection, much of which had been assembled with the help of his 
friend, the Arctic explorer Vilhjalmur Stefansson. Taylor, a native of Victoria, was born in 1887 and died 
in 1945. He was a prominent engineer in British Columbia involved in building the Lion's Gate Bridge, 
the British Properties, and the Capilano Estates. During World War II he was an advisor to the British 
Ministry of Production in London and New York, and for ten years was responsible for the Guinness 
interests in British Columbia. 
 
The collection contains material on the discovery and exploration of the Arctic regions, the exploration of 
the Northwest Passage and the search for Franklin. Many first editions of the major voyages to the Arctic 
and the searches for a Northwest Passage are present. Maps of the Arctic region are included. The 
chronological emphasis is on eighteenth and nineteenth century voyages. Current publications on early 
Arctic discovery and exploration are collected, but not current scientific and technical writing. 
 
Name of collection A.J.T. Taylor Collection 
Subjects Arctic regions-Discovery and exploration. Arctic 

regions, Description and travel. Stefansson, 
Vilhjalmur, 1879-1962 

Location Rare Books and Special Collections, Irving K. 
Barber Learning Centre 

Collection development responsibility RBSC Librarian 
Relationship to Departments Anthropology, English, Geography, History, 

Sociology 
Languages  English 
Chronological guidelines 18th to early 20th century 
Geographical guidelines Arctic regions especially Canadian Arctic 
Treatment of subject Arctic discovery and exploration 
Types of materials Books and maps 
Size of collection 1,000 monographs 
Dates of publication 19th - 20th century 
Future growth This collection is part of the Canadian history 

collections and is supported by the RBSC budget 
and Endowment. Gifts to this collection are most 
welcome. 

Coordination and cooperation with other campus 
resources 

None 
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Other factors for consideration National Library of Canada 
Regional resources BC Archives, Glenbow Museum 
Publications and Web resources Amor, Norman L., Beyond the Arctic Circle. 

Vancouver: UBC Library, 1992 
 
 
B. Canadian Literature 
British Columbia and Canadian Literature p.10 
Malcolm Lowry p.10 

A.M. Pound Collection p.11 
Robie Reid Pre-WWII Canadian Literature 
p.12 
Ethel Wilson p.13 

British Columbia and Canadian Literature 
 

This collection is a synthesis of the collections listed immediately above and the authors noted in 
Appendix A on page 40. It also includes a significant collection of ‘little’, i.e. literary magazines 
including British Columbia magazines and most of the important Canadian titles.  
 
Name of Collection British Columbia and Canadian Literature 
Subjects Canadian Literature. See listed authors in 

Appendix A on page 40 as author or subject 
Location Rare Books and Special Collections, Irving K. 

Barber Learning Centre 
Collection Development Responsibility Reference  Librarian 
Relationship to Departments English  
Languages  English 
Chronological guidelines 19th - 20th century 
Geographical guidelines British Columbia and Canada 
Treatment of subject Author collections as listed below, sometimes with 

supporting manuscripts 
Types of materials Books, manuscripts, pamphlets, broadsides, sound 

recordings 
Size of Collection Estimated at over 20,000 items 
Dates of Publication 19th and 20th centuries 
Future growth Supported by the RBSC budget and the RBSC 

General and Woodcock Endowments. This 
collection will grow substantially in the future. 
Gifts to this collection are very welcome. 

Coordination and cooperation with other campus 
resources 

Koerner Library 

Other factors for consideration None 
Regional Resources SFU library SCRB collects a number of BC 

authors in depth as do Vancouver and Burnaby 
Public Libraries. 

Publications and Web resources None 
 
 
As part of this collection description see also: Appendix A. British Columbia and Canadian 
Literature, Author and Publishers List on page 40. 
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Malcolm Lowry Collection 

 
Malcolm Lowry (1909–57), was born in New Brighton, England, and went to school and university in 
Cambridge. He travelled widely in Europe and the US, settling in Mexico. He was a chronic alcoholic, as 
are many of the characters in his writings. He is most famous for the novel Under the Volcano (London, 
1947), but he left many poems.  
 
The collection includes works by Malcolm Lowry (1909-1957) in various editions and translations; all 
first editions are present. Also included are critical and biographical works; theses written at this and 
other universities; and anthologies and critical works with some Lowry content. Books from Lowry’s own 
library form part of the collection. The chronological emphasis is from the 1930’s to the present. This 
collection is an adjunct to the library’s extensive Lowry manuscript collection. 
 
Name of collection Malcolm Lowry Collection 
Subject Lowry, Malcolm, 1909-1957. 
Location Rare Books and Special Collections, Irving K. 

Barber Learning Centre 
Collection development responsibility Reference Librarian 
Relationship to departments English Department 
Languages  English and other languages including Lowry 

translations 
Chronological guidelines 1930’s to date 
Geographical guidelines Canada, Great Britain 
Treatment of subject All editions of all works in English and in 

translation, critical and biographical works, theses 
and anthologies. 

Types of materials Mainly books and photographs 
Size of collection About 350 monographs; 1 serial; 1 current serial; 

10 microforms, 6 films, 4 audiotapes, 155 picture 
files, 6 phonograph records. 

Dates of publication 1930’s to date 
Future growth As a part of the British Columbia literature 

collection this collection is supported by the RBSC 
budget and endowment. Donations of unique 
Lowry material are welcomed.  

Coordination and cooperation with other campus 
resources 

None 

Other factors for consideration None 
Regional resources None 
Publications and Web resources Combs, Judith O.  Malcolm Lowry, 1909-1957; an 

inventory of his papers in the Library of the 
University of British Columbia. Vancouver : 
University of British Columbia Library, 1973.  
http://www.library.ubc.ca/spcoll/rescol/rescoltv.ht
ml#University 4 

 
 
A.M. Pound Collection 
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Alfred Myrick Pound (1869-1932) was interested in British Columbia literature, and was a member of the 
Canadian Authors’ Association, the Vancouver Poetry Society, and the Vagabond Club. He occasionally 
wrote articles, usually biographies, for newspapers and magazines. His library held one of the best private 
collections in Canada, and was especially rich in the works of his friends Bliss Carman and Sir Charles G. 
D. Roberts. Other authors included are Annie Charlotte Dalton, Isabel Ecclestone MacKay, Robert 
Allison Hood as well as other Vancouver writers. The collection includes books and pamphlets of 
Canadian fiction, essays and poetry, many of them autographed. His three daughters gave the Pound 
collection to UBC Library in October 1945. 
 
Name of collection A. M. Pound Collection 
Subjects Canadian Literature. Carman, Bliss, 1861-1929. 

Roberts, Charles George Douglas, Sir, 1860-1943. 
Location Rare Books and Special Collections, Irving K. 

Barber Learning Centre 
Collections development responsibility Reference Librarian 
Relationship to departments English 
Languages English 
Chronological guidelines 1891-1932 
Geographical guidelines British Columbia, Canada 
Treatment of subject Books by British Columbia and Canadian authors. 
Types of materials Books, anthologies, journal articles, ephemera 
Size of collection See Howay-Reid Collection under Canadian History 
Dates of publication 19th - 20th century 
Future growth Books fitting this collection have been added to the 

Howay-Reid collection as they have become 
available.  

Co-ordination and co-operation with other 
campus resources 

The A. M. Pound fonds in RBSC contains printed 
material (mainly newspaper and magazine articles) 
by Pound, including some about Carman and 
Roberts. 

Other factors for consideration Victoria University Library (University of Toronto). 
Bliss Carman Collection 

Regional resources None 
Publications and Web resources Http://library.vicu.utoronto.ca/special/carman.htm

Http://www.library.utoronto.ca/utel/rp/authors/roberts.htm
l

  
 
Robie Lewis Reid Pre-WWII Canadian Literature Collection 
 

This Canadian Literature collection is a part of the much larger Robie Reid Collection but is described 
here to draw attention to this valuable collection. Dr. Reid was interested in literature and the arts as well 
as history. He was one of the founders of the Vancouver Little Theatre Association, and served on the 
Vancouver Public Library Board. A more complete description of the Reid collection is given above 
under the heading Canadian History Howay-Reid Collection on page six of this document. 
  
Name of collection Robie Reid Pre-WWII Canadian Literature 
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Subject Canadian Literature. 
Location  Rare Books and Special Collections, Irving K. Barber 

Learning Centre 
Collections development responsibility Reference Librarian 
Relationship to departments This collection is of interest primarily to the 

Department of English. 
Languages English 
Chronological guidelines Pre-WWII 
Geographical guidelines Canada 
Treatment of subject Books by Canadian authors; books published in 

Canada 
Types of materials Books, pamphlets, chapbooks, anthologies, serials, 

ephemera 
Size of collection Part of larger collection 
Dates of publication Pre-1939 
Future growth This collection will not grow. Books fitting this 

collection’s subject will be added to the general 
Howay-Reid collection as they become available.  

Co-ordination and co-operation with other 
campus resources 

None 

Other factors for consideration National Archives of Canada. National Library of 
Canada. Toronto Public Library. Other Canadian 
University Libraries 

Regional resources Simon Fraser University Library for selected 20th 
century Canadian poets  

Publications and Web resources  
 
 
Ethel Wilson Collection 
 

Ethel Wilson was born in 1888 at Port Elizabeth, South Africa. At the age of ten she joined her 
grandmother in Vancouver, Canada, where she received her education and obtained a teacher's certificate 
in 1907; she taught until 1920 at several Vancouver public schools. She wrote her first novel, Hetty 
Dorval, in 1947. Other notable works include Mrs. Golightly and Other Stories, The Innocent Traveller, 
The Equations of Love, Swamp Angel, and Love and Salt Water. In 1961, in recognition of her 
contribution to Canadian literature, she was awarded a special medal by the Canada Council. She was 
later also distinguished as an Officer of the Order of Canada. 
 
Rare Books and Special Collections has a small collection of the works of Ethel Wilson (1888-1980), 
with a complementary collection of works about her. This collection complements the Ethel Wilson 
manuscript collection.  
 
Name of collection Ethel Wilson Collection 
Subjects Canadian Literature. Wilson, Ethel – 1888-1980. 
Location Rare Books and Special Collections, Irving K. Barber 

Learning Centre 
Collections development responsibility Reference Librarian and the Manuscripts Curator 
Relationship to departments Department of English 
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Languages English, plus translations of Wilson’s work in any 
language 

Chronological guidelines 1937 to the present 
Geographical guidelines Canada  
Treatment of subject Any work by or about Ethel Wilson regardless of the 

medium or place of publication, including theses 
Types of materials Books, theses, anthologies, journal articles, audio and 

video tapes, ephemera 
Size of collection In UBC online Catalogue Wilson (author) 33. Wilson 

(subject) 14 
Dates of publication 20th century 
Future growth As a part of the British Columbia literature collection 

this collection is supported by the RBSC budget and 
endowment. Donations of unique Wilson material are 
welcomed.  

Co-ordination and co-operation with other 
campus resources 

RBSC has 2.1 m. of textual records and 22 
photographs in the Ethel Wilson fonds. 

Other factors for consideration None 
Regional resources None 

Publications and Web resources Http://www.library.ubc.ca/spcoll/rescol/wilson.html
McComb, Bonnie Martyn, “Ethel Wilson: A 
Bibliography 1919-1977” in West Coast Review, v.14 
n.1 (June 1979), pp. 38-43. 

 
 
 
C. English Language and Literature 
Norman Colbeck p.14 

A.M. Donaldson  p.15 
Dr. H. Rocke Robertson Dictionary Collection 
p.16 

 
 
Norman Colbeck Collection 
 

Norman Colbeck was a bookseller who traded from Bournemouth on the south coast of England. Colbeck 
emigrated to Canada in 1967 where, at UBC Library, he prepared a two-volume catalogue of his 
collection. 
 

“The Colbeck Collection consists of nearly 500 author collections, 465 of which are listed in the 
catalogue, concentrating on the poets and essayists of the Romantic, Victorian and Edwardian periods.” 
The collection is strong in minor writers of the period and Anglo-Irish writers. Unique items include 
many rare first editions, special editions, limited editions, association and presentation copies, items of 
significance in the history of printing (by Lee, Priory, Pickering, Kelmscott, and Cuala presses), and 
publications of the book collectors’ club Sette of Odd Volumes.  
 
Name of collection Norman Colbeck Collection 
Subjects English Literature – 19th and 20th centuries. 

English Poetry – 19th and 20th centuries. 
Location Rare Books and Special Collections, Irving K. Barber 
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Learning Centre 
Collection development responsibility Reference Librarian 
Relationship to departments English 
Languages  English 
Chronological guidelines 19th century early 20th century 

17th century (Sir Thomas Brown) 
Geographical guidelines England 
Treatment of subject Collections of nearly 500 authors of which 465 are 

listed in A Bookman’s Catalogue. Emphasis on the 
minor English Romantic, Victorian, Edwardian and 
Pre-Raphaelite poets. 

Types of materials Books, manuscripts, serials, booksellers catalogues 
Size of collection 25,000 items (includes monographs and serials); a few 

runs of complete, or nearly complete, nineteenth and 
twentieth century literary journals; 230-250 linear cm. 
of manuscripts 

Dates of publication Mainly 19th - 20th century 
Future growth By gift or special purchase 

Coordination and cooperation with other 
campus resources 

None 

Other factors for consideration The British Library 
Regional resources SFU Library has a strong William Wordsworth 

Collection 
Publications and Web resources Colbeck, Norman and Bose, Tirthankar. A Bookman’s 

Catalogue: The Norman Colbeck Collection of 
Nineteenth-Century and Edwardian Poetry and 
Belles-Lettres in the Special Collections of the 
University of British Columbia. UBC Press, 1987. 

 
 
A.M. Donaldson Burns Collection 
 

Alexander Mitchell Donaldson (1909-1961) was born in Glasgow Scotland, in 1891, and emigrated to 
Canada around 1909. He worked as a travelling auditor for the Ford Motor Company and later for 
Southern Motors of Vancouver. In the 1930’s Donaldson began collecting books by and about Robert 
Burns (1759-1796) and Scotland. The collection was acquired in 1962 by the Friends of UBC Library to 
honour President N.A.M. MacKenzie who retired that year. The collection includes nearly all of the 
editions of Burns’ works, as well as critical and biographical materials, Scottish song books, works by 
other Scottish writers, and works about favourite “haunts” of Burns. Also included are Donaldson’s 
correspondence and papers.  
 
Name of collection A.M. Donaldson Burns Collection 
Subjects Burns, Robert, 1759-1796. Scottish Literature. 

Scotland – Biography. Scotland – Description and 
Travel. 

Location Rare Books and Special Collections, Irving K. Barber 
Learning Centre 
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Collections development responsibility Reference Librarian 
Relationship to Departments English  
Languages English and the Scottish dialect, with some works 

translated into various languages. 
Chronological guidelines Primarily late 18th to 19th century, with some 20th 

century 
Geographical guidelines Primarily British; some American 
Treatment of subject Nearly all editions of Burn's poems, letters and 

collected works, many rare editions of Scottish song 
books and works of other Scottish writers; critical and 
biographical material; works about Burns' friends and 
his haunts.  

Types of materials Books, chapbooks, pamphlets, periodicals, 
biographies, bibliographies, relevant scholarly and 
critical works, manuscripts, catalogues, and ephemera. 

Size of collection 1500 monographs; 1 serial; 1 serial currently received; 
a few manuscripts; pamphlets and catalogues 

Future growth By gift with the occasional purchase of reference 
material. 

Dates of publication Late 18th - mid-20th century 
Co-ordination and co-operation with other 
campus resources 

None at this time 

Other factors for consideration None at this time 
Regional resources Dartmouth College holds the Besterman Burns 

collection 
Publications and Web resources None 
 
 

 H. Rocke Robertson Collection of Dictionaries and Related Works 
 

Harold Rocke Robertson, born in Victoria in 1912, returned to British Columbia after WWI and became 
UBC’s first Professor of Surgery, 1950-1959, and acting Dean of Medicine. In 1959 he went to Montreal 
to be Chief of Surgery at Montreal General Hospital and Chairman of McGill Medical Faculty’s 
Department of Surgery. He served as Principal of McGill from 1962 to 1970.  
 
The collection includes over 350 dictionaries and encyclopaedias. “There are to be seen in this collection 
many of the bands in the historical spectrum of the English dictionary. This spectrum extends from the 
first stirrings of the precursors in the Classical period and the Renaissance, through the earliest adventures 
in bilingual lexicography in the sixteenth century, to the comparatively small English dictionaries of the 
seventeenth century, past the surges of Bailey and Johnson in the eighteenth century, and finally to the 
great dictionaries of the twentieth century, of which the Oxford English Dictionary is the most 
outstanding.” 
 
Name of collection H. Rocke Robertson Collection of Dictionaries and 

Related Works 
Subject English language – Dictionaries. 
Location  Rare Books and Special Collections, Irving K. 

Barber Learning Centre 
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Collection development responsibility Reference Librarian 
Relationship to departments English, Modern Languages, Classics, Linguistics 
Languages English, French, German, Spanish, Latin, Greek, 

Scottish 
Chronological guidelines 1460 – to date 
Geographical guidelines English speaking areas 
Treatment of subject: “…English dictionaries and such other works as 

had influence on the development of the English 
dictionary.” 

Types of materials Dictionaries, Gazetteers, Encyclopaedias, Thesauri 
Size of collection 352 items 
Dates of publication Circa 1460 to 1989 
Future growth By gift 
Coordination and cooperation with other campus 
resources 

None 

Other factors for consideration Warren N. and Suzanne B. Cordell collection at 
Indiana State University 

Regional Resources None 
Publications and Web resources Robertson, H. Rocke and J. Wesley Robertson. A 

collection of dictionaries and related works 
illustrating the development of the English 
Dictionary. Vancouver: UBC Press, 1989  

 
 
 
D. Children’s Literature 
“Alice 100” Collection p.17 
Arkley Collection of Historical Children’s 
Literature p.18 

Historical Textbooks p.19 
Beatrice Roslyn Robertson – Children’s 
Literature p.21 

 
 
‘Alice  100’ Collection 

 
The collection of books covers every aspect of the nineteenth century writing for children under the nom 
de plume “Lewis Carroll” by the Rev. Charles Lutwidge Dodgson. It was collected by Robert Dennis 
Hilton Smith (1903-1974), a Victoria bookseller, and accompanied by his catalogue of the collection. 
This collection of books, pamphlets, leaflets and recordings, dating from 1858-1965, was purchased for 
the UBC Library by the graduating class of 1925, led by Stan Arkley. The collection is rich in first, early 
and limited editions and includes 200 editions of Alice in Wonderland and Through the Looking Glass, 
about half of which have illustrations by Sir John Tenniel. The other half has illustrations by some 80 
other artists. The collection also includes parodies and imitations of Carroll’s works, some 50 editions of 
other books by Carroll, some 60 books about Carroll, 25 musical and dramatic versions, films and 
recordings, 15 collections and selections, and 20 miscellaneous pieces. 
 
Name “Alice “100” Collection 

 
Subjects Carroll, Lewis, 1832-1898, and subheadings. 

Carroll, Lewis, 1832-1898 Bibliography. 
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Location Rare Books and Special Collections, Irving K. 
Barber Learning Centre 

Collections development responsibility Reference Librarian 
Relationship to departments This collection is of interest to the School of Library, 

Archival and Information Studies, also English, 
Education, and Fine Arts 

Languages Mostly English, and translations in other languages, 
e.g. French, Italian, Latin and Spanish 

Chronological guidelines 1832-1898 
Geographical guidelines No limits 
Treatment of subject Editions of the Alice books and other works by 

Lewis Carroll; translations; parodies; various 
illustrators; critical works; anthologies; 
bibliographies; biographies; music; etc. 

Types of materials Books, pamphlets, broadsides, anthologies, 
illustrated books, manuscripts, illustrations, pop-up 
books, limited editions, music, recordings, ephemera 

Size of collection Circa 530 books; some mss.; recordings 
Dates of publication 1866 – 1965 
Future growth As this collection is based on the contents of Alice 

One Hundred, it will not grow as a separate 
collection, but related Alice material will be added to 
the Arkley Collection. 

Co-ordination and co-operation with other 
campus resources 

None. 

Other factors for consideration San Francisco Public Library and Thomas Fisher 
Rare Book Library collections. 

Regional resources None 
Publications and Web resources Smith, Robert Dennis Hilton.  Alice One Hundred: 

being a catalogue in celebration of the 100th birthday 
of Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland [in honour of 
the one hundredth anniversary of the original 
publication in London by MacMillan of Alice’s 
Adventures Underground]. Victoria, B.C. : Adelphi 
Book Shop, 1966        

 
 
Arkley Collection of Early & Historical Children’s Literature 

 
Stan Arkley, a native of Vancouver and a UBC graduate, was the western representative of the American 
publisher, Doubleday. His wife Rose was a well-known primary school teacher in Seattle. Both were 
passionate about books, and built a collection of books enjoyed by children. In 1976 they donated their 
collection of over 3,000 books, chiefly American and British, to UBC, with the hope that their donation 
would encourage others to do likewise.   
 
This collection contains Canadian, British and American children’s books from the late eighteenth 
century to 1939. It is particularly strong in material by and about Lewis Carroll. Some unique items 
include Canadian first editions, early editions of children’s classics, and works of important illustrators. 
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With the exception of the works of significant contemporary British Columbian and Canadian writers, 
works published after 1939 and journals are excluded from the collection. 
 
Name of collection Arkley Collection of Early & Historical Children’s 

Literature 
Subjects: Children's literature, Canadian. Children's literature, 

American. Children's literature, British. Toy and 
movable books. 

Location Rare Books and Special Collections, Irving K. Barber 
Learning Centre. 

Collections development responsibility Reference Librarian 
Relationship to departments School of Library, Archival and Information Studies, 

as well as English, Education, and Fine Arts 

Languages The books are primarily in English. 
Chronological guidelines To 1939, with BC/Canadian exceptions 
Geographical guidelines Great Britain, Canada, and United States 
Treatment of subject Books that children actually read 
Types of materials Books, chapbooks, pamphlets, broadsides, 

anthologies, illustrated books, serials, manuscripts, 
illustrations, pop-up books, limited editions, ephemera 

Size of collection 12,000 monographs; serials; manuscripts 
Dates of publication 1722 – 1939  
Future growth  This is an endowed collection. Additions to this 

collection will be purchased from the Arkley 
Collection fund, or by gift. Gaps in the author, 
illustrator, genre and publishers collections as listed 
below, and additional biographies, bibliographies, and 
other reference material will be filled as will limited 
editions of Lewis Carroll. Significant BC and 
Canadian children’s authors and illustrators, as listed 
below, will be added. Gifts to this collection are most 
welcome. 

Co-ordination and co-operation with other 
campus resources 

None 

Other factors for consideration Osborne Collection of Early Children's Books, 
Toronto Public Library.  

Regional resources UBC Education Library has a Canadian and BC 
Children's Literature Collection., & a post-1920 
historical textbook collection. Vancouver Public 
Library has the Marion Thompson children’s book 
and Jcanadiana children’s literature collections. 

Publications and Web resources EGOFF, Sheila. Canadian Children’s Books 1799-
1939 in the Special Collections and University 
Archives Division, the University of British Columbia 
Library: A bibliographical catalogue. UBC Library, 
1992 
EGOFF, Sheila. Books that shaped our mind: a 
bibliographical catalogue of selections chiefly from 
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the Arkley Collection of Early & Historical Children’s 
Literature in the Special Collections and University 
Archives Division, the University of British Columbia 
Library.  UBC Library, 1998. 
http://www.library.ubc.ca/edlib.literatu.html

 
As part of this collection description see also: Appendix B. Arkley Collection Authors, Illustrators, 
Genres, Titles, British Columbia Children’s Authors, British Columbia Children’s Illustrators on 
page 40. 
 
 
Historical Textbook Collection 
 

The early textbook collection spans the 18th century to about 1930, and is probably the largest of its kind 
in Canada. The bulk of the collection is Canadian, in English and French, but includes American and 
British texts, which were probably used in Canadian schools. Many of the books contain statements by 
the British Columbia and/or other provincial governments authorising the textbooks for use in their 
schools. There are also a number of textbooks classified elsewhere in the rare book collection. Textbooks 
from the Murray Collection, see page 8, are included here. 
 
Name of collection Historical Textbook Collection 
Subjects [subject] – Historical texts 
Location Rare Book and Special Collections, Irving K. Barber 

Learning Centre. 
Collections development responsibility Arkley Librarian 
Relationship to departments Faculty of Education, Department of English, School 

of Library Archival and Information Science 
Languages Mainly in English or French. 
Chronological guidelines Mid-18th century to about 1930 
Geographical guidelines Primarily Canada, with some published in Britain or 

USA 
Treatment of subject Textbooks believed to have been used by children in 

Canadian schools 
Types of materials Textbooks, mostly for grades 1 to 6 
Size of collection About 3,500 
Dates of publication 1739 – 1960 
Future growth By gift 
Co-ordination and co-operation with other 
campus resources 

Informal agreement with UBC Education Library, 
which collects British Columbia textbooks dated post-
1930, including for higher grades 

Other factors for consideration Provincial collections located at: Ontario Institute for 
Studies in Education/University of Toronto. Les 
manuels scolaires québécois, Bibliothèque de 
l'Université Laval. Historical Curriculum Collection, 
University of Alberta. Our Philip J. Thomas Popular 
Song Collection has a lot of song and music books 
used in schools. 

Regional resources Royal British Columbia Museum has been collecting 
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early textbooks used in British Columbia schools; the 
future of the collection is now uncertain. 

Publications and Web resources None 
 

Table of date of earliest publication 
 
English Grammar 1763 
English Literature 1816 
English Spelling 1806 
French Grammar 1796 
French Literature 1829 
Geography 1803 
General Knowledge 1728 
German  1839 
Greek 1813 
History 1820 
Home Economics 1879 
Hygiene 1871 

Latin 1750 
Law 1842 
Mathematics 1764 
Music 1859 
Penmanship 1883 
Physical Education 1879 
Philosophy 1835 
Religion 1811 
Science 1820 
Spanish 1739 
Theatre 1813 

 
 
 
 
Beatrice Roslyn Robertson Collection 
 

The collection of British, American, and Canadian children’s books from the mid-1800’s to 1960 includes 
volumes by Kate Greenaway, Randolph Caldecott, Lewis Carroll, A.A. Milne, Beatrix Potter, and L. 
Frank Baum. B.R Robertson was the wife of H. Rocke Robertson. 
 
Name of collection The Beatrice Roslyn Robertson Collection 
Subjects Children's literature, Canadian. Children's literature, 

American. Children's literature, British. 
Location in Rare Books and Special 
Collections 

The "Beatrice Roslyn Robertson Collection" is a 
virtual collection inter-filed with the Arkley 
Collection in the Rare Books and Special Collections 
area of the Irving K. Barber Learning Centre. All the 
books may be found by searching Beatrice Roslyn 
Robertson Collection as a title. 

Collections development responsibility Arkley Librarian 
Relationship to departments School of Library, Archival, and Information Studies, 

as well as English and Education. 
Languages English 

Chronological guidelines Mid-1800’s – 1960 
Geographical guidelines American, British and Canadian 
Treatment of subject Donor’s personal interest; books that children read 

and loved  
Types of materials Books 
Size of collection 600 volumes 
Dates of publication Mid-1800’s - 1960  
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Future growth This collection has been integrated with the Arkley 
Collection, and will not be added to as a separate 
collection. 

Co-ordination and co-operation with other 
campus resources 

None 

Other factors for consideration None 
Regional resources The Education Library has a children's literature 

collection, and there are circulating books in the 
Juvenile Collection in the Irving K. Barber Learning 
Centre. 

Publications and Web resources None 
 
 
E. Cartography 
 
George Beans Japanese Maps of the Tokugawa Period p.22 
George Bonn  Japanese Maps of the Tokugawa Period p.23 
L. Stanley Deane Maps p.24 
Howay-Reid Maps of British Columbia p.24 
Rogers-Tucker Early Maps of Canada p.26 
Tecson Maps of the Philippines p.27 
Coolie Verner – Cartography and Maps of North America and the World p.28 
 
George Beans Collection of Japanese Maps of the Tokugawa Period 
 

The University of British Columbia Library acquired the Beans Collection of Japanese maps in 1965 from the 
original collector, George Harry Beans (1894-1964?) of the Philadelphia Seed Company.  Since then, the 
library has added to the collection, most notably with the 1986 acquisition of the George Bonn collection of 
59 maps, 15 of which are manuscript maps. 
 
Beans collected his maps over a number of years, and had a catalogue, extending to three supplements, 
published under his own Tall Tree Library imprint. A List of Japanese Maps of the Tokugawa Era1 appeared 
in 1951, followed by the three supplements, A, B and C, between 1955 and 1963. The transfer of Beans' 
collection from Pennsylvania to Vancouver was announced in the international journal for the history of 
cartography, Imago Mundi2, stating that "it is the [University's] intention to continue to develop it along the 
lines originally set out" by Mr. Beans in the introduction to his List. 
 
The Beans Collection is the largest collection of maps and guidebooks of the Tokugawa period (circa. 1600-
1867) outside of Japan, and one of the largest in the world.  A number of items are rare, and some are unique.  
There are over 1100 entries for the Japanese maps in the Library's catalogue, including maps in atlases and 
other books in the Beans Collection. Unlike most of the collections outside Japan, this collection does not 
contain many government or administrative maps. Its focus is on privately published and travel-related maps 
and guides published in Japan during the Tokugawa period.  There is world coverage, although the majority 
of maps are of the whole or parts of Japan. A number of prominent Japanese ukiyo-e artists are represented, 
among whom are Hishikawa Moronobu, Miyagawa Chôshun, Shiba Kôkan, Kuwagata Keisai (Shôshin), 
Katsushika Hokusai, Ando Hiroshige and Hashimoto Sadahide. There are also about 13 maps by Sadahide. 
Most of the maps by artists are travel-related. 
                                                           
1 Reviewed in Imago Mundi, v.10 (1953), p.136. 
2 Imago Mundi, v.18 (1964), p.90. 
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Excluded from the collection are non-Japanese and post-1867 Japanese maps.  Maps of Japan in European 
languages are in the Historical Map Collection.  Present acquisition plans are to acquire original maps of the 
period not already in the collection, and significant material published in facsimile, as well as reference 
material in any language relating to early Japanese cartography. 
 
Name of Collection George Beans Collection of  Japanese Maps of the 

Tokugawa Period 
Subjects Cartography, Japanese. Japan – Maps. 
Location Rare Books and Special Collections, Irving K. Barber 

Learning Centre 
Collections development responsibility Map Librarian/Cartographic Archivist in Rare Books 

and Special Collections 
Relationship to departments Geography, History, Fine Arts, Sociology and 

Anthropology, Asian Studies. Institute of Asian 
Research 

Languages Japanese; some reference materials in English and 
German 

Chronological guidelines 1600-1867 
Geographical guidelines No limits 
Treatment of subject Focus is on privately published and travel related maps 

and guides published in Japan during the Tokugawa 
period. 

Types of materials Monographs, atlases, serials, maps including scrolls 
and manuscripts, colour slides, 1 woodblock; 2 
ceramic plates 

Size of collection 276 maps, 22 manuscript maps, 85 slides, 54 
monographs, 33 encapsulated sheets of prints 

Dates of publication 1645 – 1869 
Future growth This is an endowed collection. The Coolie Verner 

Endowment will be used to fill gaps as maps are 
found on the antiquarian market. Gifts in support of 
this collection are welcomed. 

Co-ordination and co-operation with other 
campus resources 

Japanese speaking librarians from the Asian Library 
assist with cataloguing and reference; Asian Library 
sends relevant reference material to RBSC. 

Other factors for consideration Collections at University of California Berkeley and 
Los Angeles cover the Tokugawa period but are 
catalogued only in Japanese. 

Regional resources None 
Publications and Web resources Beans, George Harry, 1894- A list of Japanese maps of 

the Tokugawa era.  Jenkintown [Pa.]: Tall Tree Library, 
1951. Accompanied by three supplements and a UBC 
RBSC compiled addendum.   
http://www.library.ubc.ca/spcoll/beans.html

 
 
George Bonn Collection of Japanese Maps 
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George Schlegel Bonn acquired his collection of Japanese maps of the Tokugawa and Meiji periods while 
teaching at the Japan Library School at Keio University in Tokyo in the 1950’s. In 1986 UBC Library 
acquired the collection from Professor Bonn, then retired and living in Honolulu, as a supplement to the 
Beans Collection. 
 
Name of collection George Bonn Collection of  Japanese Maps 
Subjects Cartography, Japanese. Japan – Maps. 
Location The Bonn Collection is a virtual collection inter-filed 

with the Beans Collection in the Rare Books and 
Special Collections area of the Irving K. Barber 
Learning Centre. All the maps may be found by 
searching the series title Bonn. 

Collections development responsibility Map Librarian/Cartographic Archivist Rare Books and 
Special Collections 

Relationship to departments This collection is of interest to Geography, History, 
Fine Arts, Anthropology and Sociology, as well as 
Asian Studies. Institute of Asian Research. 

Languages Japanese. 
Chronological guidelines 1600 – 1867 
Geographical guidelines No limits. 
Treatment of subject Focus on travel and land use in Japan, mostly in the 

Tokugawa period. 
Types of materials Maps 
Size of collection 56 maps, including 15 manuscripts 
Future growth This collection has been integrated with the Beans 

Collection, and will not be added to as a separate 
collection. 

Dates of publication 1756 – 1922 
Co-ordination and co-operation with other 
campus resources 

Japanese librarians in the Asian Library assist with 
cataloguing and reference. 

Other factors for consideration Collections at University of California Berkeley and 
University of California Los Angeles (which are 
catalogued in Japanese only). 

Regional resources No other 
Publications and Web resources http://www.library.ubc.ca/spcoll/beans.html
 
 
L. Stanley Deane Map Collection 
 

Dr. Deane was born in England and is a medical doctor now retired. He is a Vancouver cartophile who 
has compiled a collection of maps and atlases dating from the 16th - 19th century, which includes maps by 
a number of significant cartographers, such as Blaeu, Coronelli, Janson, Hondius, Bonne, Delisle, Senex 
and Speed. 
 
Name of collection L. Stanley Deane Map Collection 
Subjects [Place] – Maps 
Location Rare Books and Special Collections, Irving K. Barber 

Learning Centre 
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Collections development responsibility Map Librarian/Cartographic Archivist in Rare Books 
and Special Collections 

Relationship to departments Geography and History 
Languages English, French, German, Latin 
Chronological guidelines 16th - 19th century 
Geographical guidelines Mainly Europe and some of other parts of the world 
Treatment of subject Maps of interest to the donor 
Types of materials Maps, atlases, geographies 
Size of collection 297 maps, 6 atlases, 3 geographies 
Dates of publication 1561 to 1856 
Future growth This collection may grow through further donations 

from the donor. Other donations of like material are 
most welcome. 

Co-ordination and co-operation with other 
campus resources 

None  

Other factors for consideration None  
Regional resources None  
Publications and Web resources None 
 
 
The Howay-Reid Collection of Historical Maps 
 

The map collection, which began in 1931 when the Valedictory Class of Arts donated a large collection of 
books, manuscripts, newspapers, photographs and maps relating to Pacific Northwest history, was greatly 
enlarged by the bequests of F. W. Howay in 1943, and Dr. Robie L. Reid in 1945.  
 
Both men were interested in the voyages, and had copies of the published journals of Cook, Vancouver, 
Mackenzie and others. Howay had a fine copy of Jose Espinosa y Tello's Relacion del viage hecho por las 
goletas Sutil y Mexicana en el ano de 1792 and its accompanying Atlas para el viage…(Madrid, 1802). 
Reid had Duflot de Mofras' Exploration du territoire de l'Oregon, des Californies et de la Mer Vermeille 
(Paris, 1844) with its accompanying atlas in his library. The publication of Cook's Voyages brought the 
North West Coast to the attention of the world, and later explorers and cartographers used his charts. 
Vancouver's voyage established Britain's claim to the North West Coast, and his charts, which combined 
the results of surveys by the Spaniards with his own, remained the most detailed maps of the coast for 
many years. Espinosa's Atlas was the first Spanish publication of charts of the North West Coast. Duflot 
de Mofras' Atlas includes one of the first maps to depict the geography of the area between the coast and 
the Rockies.  
 
Judge Howay was a founding member of the Historic Sites Board of Canada and the British Columbia 
Historical Association, and was the first to write on many British Columbia historical topics. His 
collection is particularly rich in books, manuscripts, maps, and photographs relating to the history of pre-
Confederation Canada and the Pacific Northwest, including the voyages of exploration and the fur trade. 
If there was no English translation of works he wanted to read, he had one made. In this way, he acquired 
a sizeable collection including maps, in original or copy form, of Western Canada and the Pacific 
Northwest. Howay's friend, Reid, was a lawyer and historian, and a founding member of the BC 
Historical Association. He was also instrumental in launching the British Columbia Historical Quarterly. 
 
The wide range of maps in Howay's collection includes Delisle's maps showing the mythical geography 
of de Fonte, British Admiralty charts, Spanish voyages of exploration, and blueprints of the site of an 
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Hudson's Bay fort. Also present are photocopies of the manuscript maps in the British Columbia 
Department of Legal Surveys, as well as promotional maps for new British Columbia "cities." 
 
 
Name of collection The Howay-Reid Historical Map Collection 
Subjects [Place] – Maps 
Location  Rare Books and Special Collections, Irving K. Barber 

Learning Centre 
Collections development responsibility Map Librarian/Cartographic Archivist in Rare Books 

and Special Collections 
Relationship to departments Geography and History 
Languages English, French, German, Latin, Spanish 
Chronological guidelines 16th - 20th Century 
Geographical guidelines Canada, and Pacific North America, particularly 

British Columbia 
Treatment of subject Composite collection of maps from various sources 

which support the study of the history, geography, and 
cartography of pre-Confederation Canada and the 
Pacific coast of Canada, including the fur trade, the 
voyages of exploration, and the search for the 
Northwest Passage. 

Types of materials Maps, atlases, geographies 
Size of collection Not determined 
Dates of publication 1556 to present 
Future growth This collection will be added to, with the support of 

the Coolie Verner Endowment, and by donation. 
Co-ordination and co-operation with other 
campus resources 

Koerner Library 

Other factors for consideration National Archives of Canada 
Regional resources British Columbia Archives 
Publications and Web resources http://www.library.ubc.ca/spcoll/howayreidmaps.html
 
 
The Rogers-Tucker Map Collection 
 

In 1961 funds were donated in memory of a former faculty member, Dr. Gilbert Norman Tucker (1898-
1955), to set up a collection of historical maps, with emphasis on French Canada and the Pacific. Dr. 
Tucker, a native of Vancouver, was a professor of Canadian history at UBC from 1948 until his death. He 
helped the University Library to develop the best collection of history and literature of French Canada 
west of Montreal, and he was working on a critical study of the historians of French Canada when he 
died. His widow, Frances Tucker, became interested in the project to establish an historical cartography 
collection, and her sister, Mrs. E. T. Rogers, Sr., provided the initial funds and some later donations. This 
provided an opportunity to begin the development of a more general collection of historical cartography, 
with emphasis on North America. 
 
With the advice of Professors Coolie Verner and A. L. Farley, Basil Stuart-Stubbs, then head of Special 
Collections, was able to develop a representative collection of the work of many important cartographers 
prior to 1850. Mapmakers such as Ortelius, Mercator, Jansson, Jaillot, Robert de Vaugondy, Delisle, 
Bellin, Jefferys, Faden and the Arrowsmiths are included. Dr. Farley, a professor of Geography, wrote his 
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doctoral dissertation on the historical cartography of British Columbia, and published two atlases on the 
province.  
 
As most of the important early published atlases were beyond our means, a policy was established to 
acquire as many facsimile atlases, maps, and historical cartography literature as possible. All the atlases 
published by Theatrum Orbis Terrarum, and much of the literature reprinted by Meridian Press, were 
acquired. We also obtained all the facsimile maps we could find. Coolie Verner added a number of 
interesting items over the years, culminating with the bequest of his library, map collection and papers in 
1979.  
 
Name of collection The Rogers-Tucker Map Collection 
Subjects [Place] – Maps 
Location Rare Books and Special Collections, Irving K. Barber 

Learning Centre 
Collections development responsibility Map Librarian/Cartographic Archivist in Rare Books 

and Special Collections 
Relationship to departments Geography and History 
Languages English, French, German, Italian, Latin, Spanish 
Chronological guidelines 16th - 20th century 
Geographical guidelines French Canada, Pacific, Arctic, North America 
Treatment of subject Composite collection of maps is from various sources 

and supports the study of French Canada, the Arctic, 
the Pacific Rim, and the history of cartography, with 
emphasis on North America. 

Types of materials Maps, atlases, geographies 
Size of collection Not determined 
Dates of Publication Not determined 
Future growth This collection will be added to, with the support of 

the Coolie Verner Endowment, and by donation. 
Co-ordination and co-operation with other 
campus resources 

Koerner Library 

Other factors for consideration National Archives of Canada 
Regional resources British Columbia Archives 
Publications and Web resources http://www.library.ubc.ca/spcoll/rogerstucker.html
 
 
Dr. Miguel P. and Julia G. Tecson Collection 
 
Dr. Miguel P. Tecson, a descendant of a prominent Philippine family, practises psychiatry in Vancouver.  
Mrs. Julia G. Tecson, a serious balletomane and archivist, has compiled an extensive multimedia library 
on dance.  She taught dance history in a ballet academy.  Their first study collection of indigenous 
pottery, trade ceramics and ethnographic materials from the Philippines was donated in 1998 to the UBC 
Museum of Anthropology.  Added in 1997 was a selected library on South-East Asian ceramics.  A 
small fine collection of antique maps and prints of the Philippines was donated in 1997 to the UBC 
Library.  
 
Name of collection The Dr. Miguel P. and Julia G. Tecson Collection 
Subject Philippine Islands – Maps 
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Location Rare Books and Special Collections, Irving K. Barber 
Learning Centre. 

Collections development responsibility Map Librarian/Cartographic Archivist in Rare Books 
and Special Collections. 

Relationship to departments This collection is of interest to Geography, History 
and Asian Studies. 

Languages Mainly English, French, Spanish or Latin, with some 
German. 

Chronological guidelines From the beginnings of European consciousness of 
Southeast Asia to the advent of WW II. 

Geographical guidelines Philippine Islands and Southeast Asia 
Treatment of subject Maps and prints of the homeland of the Tecson family 

and the surrounding region from western sources. 
Types of materials Maps 
Size of collection 108 maps, 10 prints 
Dates of publication 1548 – 1936 
Future growth As this is the Tecson family collection, it will not be 

added to, but maps that fill gaps in this collection will 
be added to the Rogers-Tucker Collection with funds 
from the Coolie Verner Endowment. 

Co-ordination and co-operation with other 
campus resources 

None at this time. 

Other factors for consideration None at this time. 
Regional resources None 

Publications and Web resources None 
 
 
 
Coolie Verner Map Collection 
 

Dr. Coolie Verner (1917-1979) was a professor of adult education at UBC, but his avocation was the 
history of cartography and cartobibliography. He developed a large collection of maps to support his 
study of the cartographic development of northern North America. His collection of Arctic maps was sold 
to the National Archives of Canada a few years before his death. On his death, his map collection, related 
books, and papers were left to the UBC Library. The will stipulated everything else be sold to provide 
funds for the Adult Education Reading Room, and an endowment for the Library's Historical Map 
Collection. 
 
The maps in this collection are mainly of North America, in particular the western and northern parts, and 
of eastern Russia and China, and cover the period from the 16th - 20th century. There are groups of maps 
featuring the explorations of Cook, Vancouver, La Perouse, Müller, Cluny, De Fonte, Dixon and Meares, 
Mackenzie and Hearne. His map collection, consisting of some 400 maps, including originals and some 
photocopies, was used in research for the Glenbow-Alberta Institute exhibition3 on the opening of the 
Canadian West.  
 

                                                           
3 Javorski, Mary. The Canadian West Discovered: an exhibition of printed maps from the early 16th to early 20th 
centuries.  Calgary: Glenbow Museum, 1983.  75 p., ill. 
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Some of the maps in his collection were used to illustrate The Northpart of America (Toronto: Academic 
Press, 1979), which he compiled with Basil Stuart Stubbs. In addition to the original maps, the Verner 
Collection includes photographs, photocopies and proofs of maps used in the book, research notes and 
photographs used in his other cartographic publications, a collection of title pages, his manual for 
cartobibliography, and his card file for the map collection. 
 
Name of collection Coolie Verner Map Collection 
Subjects [Place] – Maps 
Location Rare Books and Special Collections, Irving K. Barber 

Learning Centre 
Collections development responsibility Map Library/Cartographic Archivist in Rare Books 

and Special Collections 
Relationship to departments Geography and History 
Languages English, French, German, Latin 
Chronological guidelines 16th - 20th century 
Geographical guidelines Mainly North America, in particular the western and 

northern parts, and of eastern Russia and China 
Treatment of subject This collection is composed of maps that supported 

Dr. Verner's various research projects in the history of 
cartography. 

Types of materials Maps 
Size of collection Circa. 400 maps 
Dates of publication 1550 – 1977 
Future growth This is the donor's working collection, and will not be 

developed any further. Funds from the Coolie Verner 
Endowment will be used to purchase maps for the 
historical map collections in Rare Books and Special 
Collections. 

Co-ordination and co-operation with other 
campus resources 

The Coolie Verner  manuscripts are in the UBC 
Archives 

Other factors for consideration National Archives of Canada 
Regional resources British Columbia Archives 
Publications and Web resources None 
 
 
F. Music 
 
H. Colin Slim – Stravinsky p.29 Philip J. Thomas Popular Song Collection p.30 
 
 
Dr. H. Colin Slim Stravinsky Collection 
 

Dr. Harry Colin Slim is a UBC graduate and Professor of Music at the University of California Irvine 
who donated his collection of 123 Stravinsky items to UBC Library in 1999. As a student at the then 
Department of Music at UBC, Slim conducted the Canadian premier of Les Noces in 1952. The collection 
includes a thoroughly annotated catalogue prepared by Dr. Slim, in the form a book that provides a 
detailed context for each item. This catalogue has been distributed to music libraries throughout the 
world. 
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Name of collection H. Colin Slim Stravinsky Collection 
Subjects Stravinsky, Igor, 1882-1971. 
Location Rare Books and Special Collections, Irving K. Barber 

Learning Centre 
Collection development responsibility Rare Books and Special Collections librarian 
Relationship to departments School of Music 
Languages  Russian, French, English, German 
Chronological guidelines 1882-1982 
Geographical guidelines Europe, North America 
Treatment of subject Music and life of Igor Stravinsky 
Types of materials Music, postcards, letters, photographs, etchings, 

printed programmes, etc., many with autographs. 
Size of collection 123 items  
Date of production 1911 – 1982 
Future growth By donation. 
Coordination and cooperation with other 
campus resources 

Music Library 

Other factors for consideration The Foundation established at Basle in 1973 by Paul 
Sacher holds the largest archive of Stravinsky 
material. 

Regional resources None 
Publications and Web resources Annotated catalogue of the H. Colin Slim Stravinsky 

collection donated by him to the University of British 
Columbia Library. [Vancouver]: University of British 
Columbia Library, 2002. 
http://www.library.ubc.ca/slim

 
 
 
 
Philip J. Thomas Popular Song Collection 
 

Philip James Thomas (1921-2007) was a Vancouver elementary school teacher and active folklorist. In 
1959, he co-founded an informal group, which later became the Vancouver Folk Song Society. Thomas 
began collecting in 1951 and amassed a major collection on folk music. 
 
Name of collection Philip J. Thomas Popular Song Collection 
Subjects Folk Music. Hymns. 
Location Rare Books and Special Collections, Irving K. 

Barber Learning Centre 
Collection development responsibility Phillip Thomas 
Relationship to departments Music, History, Anthropology and Sociology, 

English 
Languages  French, English, Gaelic, German, Russian 
Chronological guidelines 17th - 21st century 
Geographical guidelines Canada, United States, United Kingdom, Europe, 
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Australia, New Zealand 
Treatment of subject This collection reaches into many aspects of 

Western popular culture through the centuries. 
‘Popular’ is used here to indicate that the songs are 
‘of the people’, not of an elite, and that they are 
not simply a commercial product. 

Types of materials Books, broadsides, scores, pamphlets, manuscripts 
Size of collection 6,700 
Dates of publication 17th century - 
Future growth None 
Coordination and cooperation with other campus 
resources 

None 

Other factors for consideration The Arkley Collection of Early Children's 
Literature has nursery rhymes and verses for 
children, with and without music. 

Regional resources None 
Publications and Web resources Thomas, Philip J., 1921- Indexes for The Philip J. 

Thomas popular song collection. University of 
British Columbia. Library. Special Collections and 
University Archives Division, 2000. Author/editor 
and title printed indexes to the collection are on a 
searchable database on disk.  

 
 
H. Other Collections 
 
Dr. William C. Gibson p.31 
Harry Hawthorne p.31 
Gerald W. Korn p.32 

Puban Collection p.33 
Reference Collection p.34 
UBC Press Books p.35 

 
 
Dr. William C. Gibson Collection in the History of Medicine and Science 
 

Dr. William Carleton Gibson (1913- ) joined the Faculty of Medicine at UBC in 1950 as a clinical 
researcher and associate professor.  He was instrumental in the opening of the medical school after which 
he became Director of the Kinsman Laboratory for Neurological Research.  From 1960 to 1978 he served 
as Professor and Head of the History of Medicine and Science Department.  During that time he 
spearheaded the building of the Woodward Biomedical Library and was particularly involved in the 
purchases of antiquarian books for the Charles Woodward Memorial Room.  The personal collections of 
Chauncey Leake, a US pharmacologist, Hugh M. Sinclair, an Oxford lecturer and researcher, and Sir 
Robert MacIntosh, an Oxford professor of anaesthesiology, were among the purchases that comprise the 
core of the collection. 
 
Name of collection Dr William C. Gibson Collection in the History of 

Medicine and Science 
Subjects History of Medicine. Science – History. 
Location Charles Woodward Memorial Room, Woodward 

Biomedical Library 
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Collection development responsibility Life Sciences Librarian Bibliographer/Memorial 
Room Librarian 

Relationship to departments All biomedical departments, History 
Languages  Primarily English but includes Latin, Greek, 

French, German 
Chronological guidelines 16th - 19th century 
Geographical guidelines Europe, North America 
Treatment of subject Medicine and the natural sciences 
Types of materials Books, some pamphlets, letters, manuscripts 
Size of collection Approximately 6000 items 
Dates of publication 1476 – present 
Future growth The Kidd Endowment Fund allows the purchase of 

some items, but in recent years this money has 
been spent on current works on historical topics.  
Older, rarer materials by donation. 

Coordination and cooperation with other campus 
resources 

Anatomy works may be of interest to Fine Arts  

Other factors for consideration The collection is considered one of the best in 
Canada, second only to that of the Osler Library at 
McGill 

Regional resources Nothing comparable 
Publications and Web resources Charles Woodward Memorial Room website at 

http://www.library.ubc.ca/woodward/memoroom/ 
A brochure is available describing the collection. 

 
 
Harry Hawthorn Collection 
 

Harry Bertram Hawthorn (1910- ) is a native of New Zealand, an anthropologist, and was the Head of the 
Department of Anthropology and Sociology at UBC from 1956 to 1968. This collection of books on 
angling and game fishing began and continues thanks to the support of the Harry Hawthorn Foundation 
for the Inculcation and Propagation of the Principles and Ethics of Fly-Fishing. It includes a number of 
editions of Izaak Walton’s The compleat angler, or The contemplative man’s recreation and many more 
landmarks in the evolution of angling literature, as well as current publications on the topic.  An 
annotated bibliography of the collection was first published in 1970; three supplements followed. In 1984 
and 2002 computer generated listings were produced.  The most significant holdings are in the Haig-
Brown cabinet of the Sherrington Room in Woodward Library. 
 
Name of collection Harry Hawthorn Collection 
Subject Fly Fishing 
Location Sherrington Room of the Woodward Biomedical 

Library, Woodward Library stacks, Wd Storage, 
RBSC, Irving K. Barber Learning Centre 
   

Collection development responsibility Life Sciences Librarian Bibliographer/Memorial 
Room Librarian (suggestions from the Harry 
Hawthorn Foundation) 

Relationship to departments Fisheries Research Centre, English Department 
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General Public 
Languages  Primarily English 
Chronological guidelines 17th century to the present 
Geographical guidelines Britain, North America, British Columbia 
Treatment of subject Angling, and its history 
Types of materials Books 
Size of collection 1800 books 
Dates of publication 17th century – present 
Future growth A small endowment supports this collection.  Gifts 

to this collection are very welcome. 
Coordination and cooperation with other campus 
resources 

Current BC items purchased by RBSC 

Other factors for consideration Current material may not be particularly academic  
Regional resources Emphasis on BC material in recent years 
Publications and Web resources 3 bibliographies, and 3 supplements 

http://www.library.ubc.ca/hawthorn/intro.html
 
 
Gerald W. Korn Collection 
 

Dr Gerald W. Korn practised obstetrics and gynecology in Vancouver and taught as a clinical professor at 
UBC from 1973 to 1990.  Over the years he amassed a fine collection of early obstetrics and midwifery 
books, including works by E. Roesslin, F. Mauriceau, William Smellie, and J.Y. Simpson. Several large 
anatomical atlases are part of the collection. In 1997 he donated his collection to the UBC Library. Dr 
Korn insisted that the collection be kept together and he funded the construction of a cabinet and desk for 
this purpose. 
 
Name of collection Gerald W. Korn Collection 
Subjects History of Medicine. Obstetrics – Early works. 

Gynecology – Early works. Midwifery.  
Location Charles Woodward Memorial Room (Rare) 
Collection development responsibility Life Sciences Librarian Bibliographer/Memorial 

Room Librarian 
Relationship to departments Faculty of Medicine, Nursing, History 
Languages  Mainly English; some Latin, German, French, 

Spanish, Italian 
Chronological guidelines 16th - 19th century 
Geographical guidelines European 
Treatment of subject Obstetrics and gynecology – early works 
Types of materials Books 
Size of collection Approximately 170 books 
Dates of publication 16th - 19th century 
Future growth None  
Coordination and cooperation with other campus 
resources 

Complements Memorial Room collection on these 
subjects 

Other factors for consideration Collection is housed in its own cabinet 
Regional resources None 
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Publications and Web resources None 
 
 
Puban Collection 
 

The Puban Collection, formerly owned by Yao Junshi of Macao was acquired by UBC for its Asian 
Library in 1959 with funds from the Friends of the Library and Dr. Walter Koerner. The collection holds 
about 3,200 Chinese language titles in about 45,000 volumes with oriental bindings, the majority from the 
Nanzhou studio in Guangdong Province. The collection is rich in classical philology with 250 titles on 
literary exposition, phonology, and etymology. Historical works include local histories with all 56 district 
gazetteers of Guangdong Province and records concerning 50 famous mountains throughout China. There 
are also works on the arts, archaeology, inked rubbings, and seal impressions. There are 27 multi-volume 
encyclopedias including one 205 volume set of a Song work in manuscript. There are also over 1,500 
titles of literature with many fine prints and multi-colour editions from the Ming and Qing periods printed 
in two to seven colours. There are 50 works by the Tang poet Tu Fu and 800 titles by Qing authors.   
 
Name of collection The Puban Collection 
Subjects China – History. China – Literature. Guangdong 

Province. 
Location Asian Library      
Collection development responsibility Head Asian Library 
Relationship to departments Asian Studies, History, Fine Arts. Institute for 

Asian Research 
Languages  Chinese 
Chronological guidelines Yuan, Ming, Qing 
Geographical guidelines China especially Guangdong Province 
Treatment of subject As above 
Types of materials Books including gazetteers and encyclopedias  
Size of collection 3,200 books 
Dates of publication Ming 1368-1644, Quig 1644-1795 
Future growth By gift 
Coordination and cooperation with other campus 
resources 

None 

Other factors for consideration The Puban Collection is included as part of the 
international Chinese rare book contribution to the 
Research Libraries Group (RLG) Union 
Catalogue.  Books can be searched on the 
Research Libraries Information Network database 
or on the UBC online catalogue.  

Regional resources None 
Publications and Web resources http://www.library.ubc.ca/asian/Main_page/Puban0302.

pdf
 
 
Reference Collection of Rare Book and Special Collections 
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This collection is designed to provide reference material on the rare books and special collections at the 
University Library as well as necessary reference books for preparing exhibitions and bibliographies on 
subjects collected by Rare Books and Special Collections. 
 
Name of collection Reference Collection 
Subjects All subjects covered by RBSC 
Location Rare Books and Special Collections, Irving K. 

Barber Learning Centre 
Collection development responsibility Rare Books and Special Collections Librarian 
Relationship to departments Relates to all departments using RBSC 
Languages  Mainly English 
Chronological guidelines Any time 
Geographical guidelines All areas of interest to RBSC 
Treatment of subject Encyclopedias, dictionaries, bibliographies and 

other reference books that relate to material held 
by RBSC, book prices, care or study of rare books. 

Types of materials Books, serials, databases 
Size of collection 1,000 books 
Dates of publication No limit 
Future growth This collection is supported by the RBSC budget 

and endowment. Gifts to support this collection are 
very welcome. The collection is expected to grow 
substantially from internal transfers when new 
facilities are constructed. 

Coordination and cooperation with other campus 
resources 

Collection complements the reference collection in 
Koerner Library 

Other factors for consideration None 
Regional resources SCRB at SFU Library has a reference collection 
Subjects All subjects covered by RBSC 
Publications and Web resources None 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UBC Press Books 
 

UBC Press, the publishing branch of the University of British Columbia, was established in 1971. The 
press publishes about 40 new titles a year and has a back-list of 500 titles. The press is strong in Political 
Science, Native Studies, Forestry, Asian Studies, Canadian History, Environmental Studies, Planning and 
Urban Studies. The press sends one copy of each new book to Rare Books and Special Collections. 
 
Name of collection University of British Columbia Press Collection 
Subjects Political Science, Native Studies, Forestry, Asian 

Studies, Canadian History, Environmental Studies, 
Planning and Urban Studies 
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Location Rare Books and Special Collections, Irving K. 
Barber Learning Centre 

Collection development responsibility UBC Press sends one copy of all hard cover books 
it produces to RBSC 

Relationship to departments All departments 
Languages  As published by the press, mainly English 
Chronological guidelines From the founding of the press in 1971 to date 
Geographical guidelines None 
Treatment of subject A collection of the publications of UBC Press 

regardless of subject 
Types of materials Books 
Size of collection About 900 books 
Dates of publication 20th century 
Future growth According to the publishing programme of the 

press. All books are donated. 
Coordination and cooperation with other campus 
resources 

With UBC Press 

Other factors for consideration None 
Regional resources None 
Publications and Web resources http://www.ubcpress.ca/ 
 
 
IV. General Guideline of Collecting Priorities for Archival Material. 
 
1. Priority in the acquisition of archival material is given to British Columbiana. The acquisition of 
fonds/collections that embody the historical, cultural, and economic heritage of the province are of prime 
importance. Acquisitions will continue in areas of strength but other areas, where the collective record is 
weak, are not excluded. Acquisitions areas by subject interest include: 
 
Arts and artists 
Business 
Ethnic groups 
Frontier and pioneer life 

Labour 
Literature 
Politics 
Travel and exploration 

 
2. Rare Books and Special Collections will, where possible, co-operate with other archives and 
manuscript repositories within the province to ensure that archival material of provincial and 
local significance is acquired and properly preserved for present and future generations. 
 
3. Existing strengths will be taken into consideration in future acquisitions.     
  
 
V. List of Major Archival Collections 
 
The archival holdings amount to about 650 fonds and are listed in the Location Guide in RBSC 
along with individual printed finding aids. A listing of the major archival collections in RBSC, 
their subject categories, biographical and administrative information, and their scope and 
contents, can be accessed on the UBC Library Rare Books and Special Collections web site at                                     
http:www.library.ubc.ca/spcoll/mss_col.html. The following list includes only highlights of our 
holdings to show the kind of material we acquire. 
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A. The Arts and Artists 
Alcuin Society 
Cheney, Nan Lawson (1887-1985) 

Onley, Toni (1928- ) 
Shadbolt, Jack (1909-1998) 

 
 
B. British Columbia and Canadian Literature
Alfred Myrick Pound Collection 
Arsenal Pulp Press 
Association of Book Publishers of BC 
Barbarian Press 
Evans, Hubert 
Drabek, Jan 
Fraser, D. M. 
Haig-Brown, Roderick Langmere (1908-
1976) 
Harbour Publishing Company 
Intermedia Press 

Killan, Crawford 
Kogawa, Joy 
Lane, Neil Patrick 
Lowry, Malcolm 
Marriott, Anne 
Munro, John 
Nichol, Eric 
Robinson, Spider 
Sinclair, Bertrand 
Wayman, Tom 
Wilson, Ethel 

 
 
C. Business 
 
Fishing: 
Anglo-British Columbia Packing Co. 
Canadian Fishing Company  
Doyle, Henry (1874-1961) 
Fisheries Association of BC 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Fishing Vessel Owners Association of BC 
International Pacific Salmon Fisheries 
Commission 
J.H. Todd & Sons 
Miller, Donovan (1917-1997) 

Forestry
Canadian Western Lumber Co. Ltd. 
Council of Forest Industries of BC 
Humbird Family 
MacMillan Bloedel Ltd. 
 

MacMillan, Harvey Reginald (1885-1976) 
Mike Apsey Research Collection 
Orchard, Chauncey D. 
Seaboard Lumber Sales

 
Mining: 
Cariboo Gold Quartz Mining Co. 
Howe Sound Company. Britannia Division 

 
Schreiner, John  
Solibakke, Oscar Henry (1885-1964) 
Western Miner Photograph Collection

 
Other
British Columbia Electric Railway Company 
Chung Collection (CPR) 

Swan, James Gilchrist (1818-1900) 

 
 

 

D. Canadian History 
 
Alvey, Alexis 
Chung Collection (Western Approaches) 
German Consulate 

Harvey Reginald MacMillan - Canadian 
History (1885-1976) 
Michaud, Louis - French Canadian History 
Collection 
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Herbert, Norman, E. – Canadian diplomacy 
(1909-1957) 
Plaunt, Alan, 1904-1941 

Scott, Snowdon Dunn (1851-1923)  
Tupper, Charles Hibbert, Sir – Canadian  
 

Prime Minister (1855-1927) 
 
 
E. English Literature 
A.M. Donaldson Burns Collection 
Angeli-Dennis Pre Raphaelite Research 
Collection 
 

Norman Colbeck Literary Collection 
 
 

 
F. Ethnic Groups 
Chung Collection (Chinese in Canada) 
Doukhobor Research Collection 
Foon Sien Wong Collection 
Japanese Canadian Research Collection 

Lee family 
Seaholm, Olaf  
Won Alexander Cumyow Collection 
Yamaga, Yasutaro

 
 
G. Frontier and Pioneer Life 
Crosby, Thomas and Emma 
Howay, Frederick William 
Reid, Robie Lewis 

Spilsbury, Jim 
Trutch family 

 
 
H. Labour 
British Columbia Federation of Labour 
Fisherman Publishing Society Photograph 
Collection 
Industrial Workers of the World 
International Union of Mine Mill and 
Smelter Workers (Canada) 
International Woodworkers of America 
MacPhee, Angus 
Pritchett, Harold 
Stanton, John 
Trade Union Research Bureau 
United Transportation Union 
Vancouver Trades and Labour Council
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I. Politics 
Angus MacInnis Memorial Collection 
Barrett, David – British Columbia Premier (1972-1975) 
British Columbia Liberal Association 
Bullock Family 
MacInnis, Grace 
New Democratic Party of British Columbia 
Progressive Conservative Association of British Columbia 
Smith, Evelyn Gretchen 
Solidarity Coalition 
Steeves, Dorothy Gretchen 
Tolmie, Simon Fraser 
Webster, Arnold 
           
J.  Travel and Exploration 
Belcher Family – Arctic Exploration 
 
 
K. Environmental Groups 
ROSS Run Out Skagit Spoilers 
 
 
VI. Appendix A. British Columbia and Canadian Literature, Author and Publishers List  

 
Rare Books and Special Collections collects the following BC writers’ works. Writers whose letters, 
manuscripts or other materials are held by other libraries are indicated, e.g. NLC. Writers whose books 
are collected by other libraries are indicated, e.g. SFU.  
 
Anderson-Dargatz, Gale 
Armstrong, Jeanette 
Binning, Sadhu 
Blaser, Robin SFU 
Bolster, Stephanie 
Bowering, George NLC SFU 
Bowering, Marilyn 
Bowling, Tim 
Brett, Brian UVIC 
Bringhurst, Robert NLC 
Bromige, David SFU 
Cameron, Anne SFU 
Carr, Emily UBC 
Choy, Wayson 
Compton, Wayde 
Coupland, Douglas 
Crozier, Lorna 
Dickie, Francis UBC 
Douglas, Gilean UBC 
Downes, Gwladys 
Drabek, Jan UBC 
Elsted, Crispin 
Evans, Hubert 

Fawcett, Bryan UNBC SFU 
Foon, Dennis 
Freaser, Keith 
Gartner, Zsuzsi 
Godfrey, Dav 
Haig-Brown, Roderick Langmere UBC 
Hamilton, Ron 
Harlow, Robert 
Harris, Christie 
Hartog, Diana 
Hodgins, Thomas 
Hollingsworth, Margaret 
Jankola, Beth UBC 
Johnson, E. Pauline QUE, McM 
Keller, Betty UBC 
Killan, Crawford UBC 
Kogawa, Joy UBC 
Lane, Patrick UBC, UR 
Lee, Sky 
Lillard, Charles 
Lowry, Malcolm 
Maillard, Keith UBCA 
Maracle, Lee UBC 
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Marlatt, Daphne SFU 
McWhirter, George UBCA 
Moore, Mavor 
Mouré, Erin SFU 
Munro, John UBC 
Nicol, Eric UBC  
Niven, Frederick UBC 
Osborne, Steve  
Pearson, Kit 
Plotnikoff, Vi 
Rhenisch, Harold 
Robinson, Eden 
Robinson, Spider UBC 
Rogers, Linda 
Rosenblatt, Joe 
Rule, Jane UBCA 
Schroeder, Andreas MIS 
Service, Robert 
Skelton, Robin 
Sinclair, Bertrand 
Skinner, Constance UBC 
Slater, Ian  

Smith, Ron 
Solecki, Jan J. 
Sterling (Seepeetza), Shirley 
Svendsen, Linda 
Thomas, Audrey 
Varney, Ed UBC 
Watmough, David 
Wayman, Tom 
White, Howard UBC 
Windley, Carol 
Wilson, Ethel 
Wong-Chu, Jim 
Yee, Paul 
Zieroth, David (Dale) 
 
Do we want: 
Holmes, Nancy 
Gom, Leona 
Wilson, Sheri-D 
Richler, Nancy 
 

 
Publishers List 

 
Rare Books and Special Collections collects the works of the following BC publishers 
 
Alcuin Society (Fonds, all pubs.) 
Arsenal Pulp Press (Fonds, all pubs.) 
Barbarian Press (Fonds, selected pubs.) 
Cobblestone Press (Fonds, sample pubs., 
press defunct) 
Harbour Publishing Company (Fonds, 
selected pubs.) 

Heavenly Monkey (Selected pubs.) 
Intermedia Press (Fonds, all pubs., press 
defunct) 
Klanak Press (Fonds, all pubs., press 
defunct) 
November House (Fonds, all pubs.) 
UBC Press (all pubs.) 

 
 
VII. Appendix B. Arkley Collection Authors, Illustrators, Genres, Titles, British Columbia 
Children’s Authors, British Columbia Children’s Illustrators. 
 
 

Arkley Collection Authors 
 
Rare Books and Special Collections collects the following children’s authors, illustrators, genres, and 
titles. 
 
Appleton, Victor 
Aulnoy, Marie Catherine Jumelle de Berneville, Comtesse d’ 
Ballantyne, Robert Michael (1825-1894) 
Bannerman, Helen (1862-1946) 
Baum, Lyman Frank (1856-1919) 
Bewick, Thomas (1753-1828) 
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Bianco, Margery Williams (1880-1944) 
Brooke, Leonard Leslie, 1862-1940 
Carroll, Lewis / Dodgson, Charles Lutwidge (1832-1898) 
Coatsworth, Elizabeth (1893- ) 
Collodi, Carlo (1826-1890) 
De la Mare, Walter John (1873-1956) 
Dixon, Franklin W. 
Edgeworth, Maria (1767-1849) 
Emerson, Alice B. 
Ewing, Juliana Horatia (1841-1885) 
Grimm (Jacob (1785-1863); Wilhelm (1786-1859); Albert-Ludwig (1786-1872) 
Gruelle, Johnny (1880?-1938) 
Holliday, Joseph (1910- )  
Hope, Laura Lee, pseud. 
Keene, Carolyn 
Kingston, William Henry Giles (1814-1880) 
Lang, Andrew (1844-1912) 
Lofting, Hugh (1886-1947) 
Marryatt, Frederick (1792-1848) 
Meade, L. T. (1854-1914) 
Milne, Alan Alexander (1882-1856) 
Molesworth, Mary Louisa Stewart, Mrs. (1842-1921) 
Murray, Lindley (1745-1826) 
Oxenham, Elsie 
Penrose, Margaret 
Perrault, Charles (1628-1703) 
Potter, Beatrix (1866-1943) 
Pyle, Howard (1853-1911) 
Roy, Lillian Elizabeth (1868-1932) 
Saunders, Marshall (1861-1947) 
Sherwood, Mary Martha Butt, Mrs. (1775-1851) 
Stevenson, Robert Louis (1850-1894) 
Stockton, Frank Richard (1834-1902) 
Stratemeyer, Edward (1862-1930)  (also: Dixon, Keene, Penrose) 
Thompson, Ruth Plumly (1893-1976) 
Upton, Bertha (1849-1912) 
Vandercook, Margaret O’Bannon Womack (1876- ) 
Wetherell, Elizabeth (i.e. Warner, Susan (1819-1885)) 
Yonge, Charlotte Mary (1823-1901) 
 
 

Arkley Collection Illustrators 
 
Attwell, Mabel Lucie (1879-1964) 
Bewick, Thomas (1753-1828) 
Brock, Henry Matthew (1875-1960) 
Caldecott, Randolph (1846-1886) 
Crane, Walter (1845-1915) 
Cruikshank, George (1792-1878) 
D’Aulaire, Edgar Parin & Ingri 
Denslow, William Wallace (1856-1915) 

Doyle, Richard (1824-1883) 
Dulac, Edmund (1882-1953) 
Greenaway, Kate (1846-1901) 
Kirk, Maria Louise (1860- ) 
Lathrop, Dorothy Pulis (1891- ) 
Parrish, Maxfield (1870-1966) 
Pogany, Willy (William Andrew) (1882-
1955) 
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Rackham, Arthur (1867-1939) 
Robinson, William Heath (1872-1944) 
Smith, Jessie Willcox (1863-1935) 
Stratton, Helen 

Upton, Florence Kate (1873-1922) 
Ward, Lynd (1905- ) 
Willebeek, Henriette le Mair (1889-1966)

 
 
 
 

Arkley Collection Publishers 
 
 
American Tract Society (New York) 
Catnach (Alnwick; London) 
Kendrew, J. (York) 
Lumsden, James, & Son (Glasgow) 
McLoughlin Brothers (New York) 
Newbery (London) 
Nisbet & Co., J. (London) 
 

 
Religious Tract Society (London) 
Rusher, J[ohn] G[olby] (Banbury) 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge 
(London) 
S[olomon] King (New York) 
Werne & Co., Frederick (London)

 
Genres for the Arkley Collection

 
Alphabet 
Annuals 
Battledore 
Books of manners/advice 

Chapbooks 
School Stories 
Series [girls/boys adventures, etc.] 

 
 

Arkley Collection Titles 
 
Alice in Wonderland 
Alice Through the Looking Glass 
Arabian Nights 
Babes / Children in the Woods 
Cinderella 
History of Goody Two Shoes 

Jack and the Bean Stalk 
Jack the Giant Killer 
Little Red Riding Hood 
Puss in Boots 
Struwwelpeter 
Tom Thumb 

 
 

British Columbia Children’s Authors 
 
Alderson, Sue Ann (1940- ) 
Bailey, Linda (1948- ) 
Bayless, Maureen (1959- ) 
Blades, Ann (1947- ) 
Bouchard, David (1952- ) 
Bowering, George Harry, 1935- ) 
Ellis, Sarah 
Cameron, Anne (1938- ) 
Clark, Catherine Anthony 
Clutesi, George (1905-1988) 
Crook, Marion (1941- ) 

Duncan, Sandy Frances (1942- ) 
Friesen, Gayle 
Gaetz, Dayle (1947- ) 
Garrick, Fiona 
Gregory, Nan 
Haig-Brown, Roderick Langmere Haig, 
(1908-1976) 
Harris, Christie (1907-2002) 
Heneghan, James (1930- ) 
Heidbreder, Robert 
Holt, Gerald 
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Horne, Constance 
Hume, Stephen (1947- ) 
Kellerhals-Stewart, Heather (1937- ) 
Kogawa, Joy 
Lawrence, Iain (1955- ) 
Lawson, Julie (1947- ) 
LeBox, Annette 
MacDonald, George (1824-1905) 
McFarlane, Sheryl (1954- ) 
Musgrave, Susan (1951- ) 
Nelson, Jenny (1947- ) 
New, William Herbert (1938- ) 
Pearson, Kit (1947- ) 
Razzell, Mary (1930- ) 
Reynolds, Marilynn (1940- ) 
Richmond, Sandra (1948- ) 
Russell, Ginny (1931- ) 
Ruurs, Margriet (1952- ) 
Schwartz, Ellen (1949- ) 
Silvey, Diane 

Simmie, Lois (1932- ) 
Skogan, Joan (1945- ) 
Spalding, Andrea 
Stafford, Terry (1948- ) 
Sterling, Shirley 
Stewart, Sean (1965- ) 
Stuchner, Joan Betty (1947- ) 
Valgardson, William Dempsey 
Van Camp, Richard (1971- ) 
Waldron, Kathleen Cook 
Walsh, Ann Lorraine (1942- ) 
Waterton, Betty (1923- ) 
Watts, Irene N. (1931- ) 
Weir, Joan Sherman (1928- ) 
Wilson, Eric 
Wilson, John Alexander (1951- ) 
Yee, Paul Richard (1956- ) 
Zagwyn, Deborah Turney 
 
 

 
 

British Columbia Children’s Illustrators 
 
Lightburn, Ron 
Lott, Sheena (1950- ) 

Shoemaker, Kathryn E. 
Stafford, Terry (1948- )
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